iz B Gifu Prefectural Government
https://www.pref.gifu.lg.jp

I BB s R Al 2 Gifu Sekigahara Battlefield Memorial Museum
https://sekigahara.pref.gifu.lg.jp/

B4 EH]  Sekigahara Town

https://www.sekigaharal600.com/
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Sekigahara, The Crossroads of the Nation

Sekigahara was the site of a major battle during the Jinshin War of 672,
but is best remembered as the scene of one of the biggest samurai battles
ever, the Battle of Sekigahara, fought in 1600 between a nation torn in two.
The battle saw around 160,000 samurai on and around the strategic pass,
with many thousands killed in six hours of close, intensive fighting. Despite
greater numbers and better strategic positions, the Western forces, lead by
Ishida Mitsunari, lost, in part due to the defection of a large regiment of
Western troops at the critical moment. Victory for Tokugawa Ieyasu, his
investiture as Shogun and the founding of the Edo period lead to 260 years of
relative peace and self-imposed isolation during which Japan's culture was
further developed and preserved. Sekigahara is where the cultures of
Japan's east and west merge. For that reason, Sekigahara is considered to be
where modern day Japan was forged.
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Battle Site Memorial

This centrally located memorial marks
the site of the bloodiest fighting during
the Battle of Sekigahara. Surrounded
by peaceful rice fields, the memorial
features the battle flags of the East
and West armies.

The Battle of Sekigahara Story

Sekigahara was the greatest samurai battle in history. Japan had
long been at civil war until mostly subjugated by Oda Nobunaga,
and completed by Toyotomi Hideyoshi, bringing unknown peace.
Following Hideyoshi's death, a power struggle emerged between the
Toyotomi loyalists, and the powerful warlord, Tokugawa Ieyasu.
Ieyasu’'s actions riled a number of contemporaries, dividing Japan
into two great armies, East, led by Ieyasu, and West, commanded by
Ishida Mitsunari.

In late 1600, various attacks and sieges culminated in the decisive
Battle of Sekigahara, which lasted just over six hours but is said to
have seen the deaths of about 8,000 samurai, and the creation of
the Tokugawa Shogunate that ruled for 260 years of relative peace.



—F 2
W
WHEOBZIVIAT 7RI EEZOIBLIZHED LN,

LD THRICE AN R B, 1§ EO/NENFHKICEL 2T
CHUTTHEM A —EL WHEBFH TIAEL72B 7 O,
COH2604E I RSN O ARSI 727z,

WL

1) I REER RIS U 5 h 2R LS, Eastern Forces

> - = =5 - Vg .

RERid 2 2 CHIBM - LEERA L LV DS, The Eastern troops made the first attack, opening the

18415, BEROHICL Y T2PHENRFES N, .
Tokugawa leyasu’s Final Encampment battle, but struggled against the strength of the Western

Tokugawa leyasu relocated to this site forces before Ieyasu advanced into the central battlefield
during the great battle. The heads of the area to rally on his men. Ieyasu then signaled to the
slain enemy were brought here after the . . . .

battle for display during the Head Viewing Western allied Kobayakawa Hideaki and his followers,
Ceremony. In 1841, the Shogun ordered who suddenly abandoned their alliance with the West,
the surrounding earthen walls repaired and attacking their former partners, turned the tide of

and plinth constructed. o X X A
the battle at the most critical moment, bringing victory

to the Tokugawa. With the win came Ieyasu's investiture
as Shogun, and the beginning of the Edo period, which
saw 260 years of peace.
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Head Mounds

Heads taken during battle were later buried
in separate East and West head mounds.
Even now, services are held for the souls
of those killed in battle.

RER
Eastern Head Mound

FEER
Western Head Mound
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Mt. Sasao

The view of the battlefield seen
from the Western Forces leader,
Ishida Mitsunari’'s command post
on Mt. Sasao. The Battle Site
Memorial can be seen in the rice
fields below.
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Western Forces

In the early rain-drenched hours of that day in 1600, a
confident Ishida Mitsunari set up his main headquarters
on Mt. Sasao, a small hill overlooking the main battlefield.
His Western army had greater numbers, and better
positions. He couldn’t lose! The first few hours of the
fierce battle seemed evenly matched, although Mitsunari
did notice a large contingent of samurai under Kobayakawa
Hideaki high on Mt. Matsuo to the south, and another
strong Western army located behind the Eastern lines had
failed to enter the battle.
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Shimadzu Yoshihiro’s Encampment

Western allied general, Shimadzu Yoshihiro set
his command post on this rise overlooking the
Hokkoku kaidd highway.
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Otani Yoshitsugu’s Encampment and Grave Site

Otani Yoshitsugu was the only general to have committed seppuku

(ritual suicide) on the battlefield that day. His head taken and

hidden from the enemy by his trusted retainer, Yuasa Gosuke,

whose grave lies beside that of his master. The grave stones were

erected in respect by opposing Todd clan samurai after the battle.
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The Nakasendo Highway

The Nakasendo Highway was one of
the many routes connecting Edo and
Kyoto. One post town on the vital
Nakasendo was Imasu, in western
Mino (Gifu Pref). The grandeur of
the remaining Toiyaba relay station
is proof of the areas’ prosperity
during the Edo period. Alongside of
Imasu was Sekigahara-Juku which
featured a Honjin and a Waki-honjin,
inns reserved for the daimyo lords
to stay at and relax during their regular
processions to and from Edo.

SR AT

&

N
by
i

RTKRL LR RDH - 72 864LIC

18085, REBDEAD
By L/-tfmAdh3,
Stone Street Lantern

These lanterns were said to have
been erected in 1808 by a merchant
from Kyoto in gratitude for having

Ea b’ E ’Tﬁ relocated some lost merchandise.
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Nemonogatari no Sato, The Sleep Talkers Inn

This is the site of a Hatago, an inn for the use of commoners built right
on the border of Mino (Gifu Pref.) and Omi (Shiga Pref.). Travelers
staying the night could swap stories of each others’ home lands through
the sliding doors while sleeping. Today a stone monument stands on the
site of the old inn.
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Site of the Sekigahara-Juku Honjin

The daimyo lords would stay here during their regular
processions to and from Edo. The garden’s old tree
remains on the site of the inn reserved for the nobility.
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Seki no Fujikawa, Fujiko River

Two great imperial armies waged a fierce battle here from either side of the
river during the Jinshin War. In spring, the area is famed for its cherry blossom,
and summer evenings it is a place to see beautiful fireflies.
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Fuwa Barrier Remains

The Fuwa Barrier was a vitally
important security checkpoint
between east and west Japan.

The Jinshin War

Almost 1,000 years before the Battle of Sekigahara,
from the days of the Jinshin War and its battles
over Imperial succession, the Sekigahara region
was seen as a strategically important area separating
east and west Japan.

In recognizing the importance of Sekigahara,
the victors of the Jinshin War set up the Fuwa
Barrier, a heavily guarded checkpoint through
which travellers along the vital Nakasendo
route to Edo in the east or Kyoto in the west
would have to pass.
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Helmet Bearing Stone

It is said that Prince Oama, (later to
become Emperor Tenmu) placed his helmet
on this stone during the Jinshin War.
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Uguisu no Taki, The Nightingale Waterfall

The Nightingale Waterfall marks the start of the Kurochi River.
The river's name means “Black Blood” River, as it is said
that the blood from the slain warriors in the Jinshin War
stained the banks a dark red.
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Echoes of the Encounter
between East and West

Tokugawa victory in the Battle of Sekigahara lead
to the Edo period and 260 years of self imposed
isolation and peace, during which Japan's rich
culture further developed and thrived. Sekigahara
was the site of major battles, and of gateways
blocking east and west Japan, but it is also where
the best of each regions’ culture merged. Major
highways and routes still run through the area.
Even today, travelling east or west, most people
and products still cross through the mountain
passes and old barriers of Sekigahara.
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Food Culture

Sekigahara is where the food cultures of east and west Japan
merged. Lighter tasting seasonings and soup stock made from
kelp came from the west, and white miso, while the stronger
flavored dark soy sauces and stock made from bonito came from
the east. The local Myo-ou-ji Temple’s cuisine is served with rich
sauces, while the soups feature white miso. Here both western
and eastern tastes appear in a single serving. Western rice balls
are usually short cylindrical shapes, while eastern rice balls are
triangular, however both types are enjoyed in Sekigahara.
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Jizo Bon, Buddhist Jizo Statues and Offerings
Many Buddhist Jizo statues can be found
around the township of Sekigahara. These Jizo
are often seen with offerings of flowers, candles
and foodstuffs at their feet. This is a western
Japan custom that came as far as Sekigahara,
but failed to be adopted in eastern Japan.
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Partnerships with international historic battlefields

Sekigahara was the decisive battle for the nation, and a turning point ushering in a
new era in Japan's history. Napoleon's grand dream of conquering Europe was lost
at Waterloo.

Gettysburg was the fiercest battle fought over economic disparities and slavery in
the U.S. Civil War.

As three of the world's major battlefields, Sekigahara, Waterloo and Gettysburg
will cooperate to preserve their histories, and convey a message of peace to future
generations.
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